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This is my 23rd year overall as an 
educator, the majority of that spent 
within Oregon’s public K-12 school 
system. I spent 13 years teaching high 
school English before getting my Library 
Media Certification and becoming a 
Teacher-Librarian six years ago.

I am fortunate; I inherited a library 
program that my predecessor had 
invested heavily in and staunchly 
defended. The administration at my 
school understands the value and 
importance of the library program, 
maintaining appropriate staffing levels 
and reasonable budgetary allotments. My situation 
is unusual, however. In these times that require 
greater research and information literacy skills than 
any other, K-12 library positions have been reduced 
and eliminated at alarming levels all across the state. 
Students used to spend significant amounts of time with 
licensed Teacher-Librarians from kindergarten on up, 
building literacy and research skills at developmentally 
appropriate levels as they went. 

Today, all across the state, it is more common 
for students to enter high school with little to no 
previous instruction in library standards at all, as 
their elementary and middle school libraries are 
often stocked with outdated materials and staffed 
by overburdened classified personnel who may have 
no background in either instruction or library science. 
We are tasked with preparing students for 21st century 

college and careers, but when they enter 9th grade 
without knowing how to find a book, much less use an 
encyclopedia (either print or digital), four short years is 
not enough time to ensure that they leave us with the 
research and information literacy skills they need to 
prepare them to sift the tsunami of information they are 
now exposed to, regardless of their path in life.

The skills that students acquire through quality library 
programs and instruction are needed now more than 
they have ever been, and these programs and positions 
have been diminished even as the need grows more 
critical. I urge our state legislators, as they work to 
enact improvements to the state of education in Oregon, 
to ensure that strong library programs and certified 
Teacher-Librarians are included at every level of our K-12 
system.

“The skills that students acquire through 
quality library programs and instruction are 
needed now more than they have ever been.”
 


